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Alix Olson brings feminism to Farinon 
•REVIEW: Slam poet visits 
the Farinon snackbar with her 
unconventional views on so­
ciety. 

BY T I F F A N Y D Y E R 

Her name is Alix Olson, and 
she is nothing less than a 

feisty powerhouse de te rmined 
to change the world. Olson per­
formed her slam poetry in the 
Farinon snackbar last Thursday 
n i g h t , a n d as soon as she 
stepped up to the microphone 
her char isma filled the room. 
Olson began to share her ideas 
and experiences with the audi ­
ence in a truly captivating way: 
h o n e s t l y , h u m o r o u s l y , a n d 
loudly. 

D u r i n g t he p e r f o r m a n c e , 
Olson threw her poetry at the 
audience, filling her words with 
emotion and honesty that made 
it possible for people to connect 
to her though ts . Before each 
poem, Olson told the story be­
h ind the ly r ics , m a k i n g h e r 
words all the more meaningful. 
T h e personal anecdotes were 
hilarious and were as enter tain­

ing to listen to as the poetry it­
self. Olson was not afraid to say 
exactly what she was thinking, 
even if it might have been of­
fensive to some. 

Olson has a larger-than-life 
personal i ty that comes to the 
surface in her poet ry perfor­
mances . An activist, she has a 
lot to say and knows exactly 
how to say it. Not only is Olson 
enter ta ining, but she also packs 
her shows with unconvent ional 
ideas and views about society. 
For example , Olson discussed 
American patr iot ism, the flag, 
and S e p t e m b e r 11 , a n d how 
Americans had a false sense of 
pride after the event. Olson has 
run into much opposition in her 
career due to her blunt and hon­
est na tu re . 

Olson commented during her 
s h o w t h a t o n e c o n s e r v a t i v e 
w o m e n ' s g r o u p s t a t ed , "Alix 
Olson is one o f the top 10 most 
dangerous women in America." 
She speaks freely about femi­
nism and homosexuality, as well 
as other issues that are consid­
ered controversial by some. In 
h e r p e r f o r m a n c e in the 
snackba r , O l s o n proved tha t 
she is not afraid to chal lenge 
convent ional ideas concerning 

conservatism, a woman 's role in 
society, and homosexuality. She 
approached every topic with a 
smile, a positive a t t i tude , and a 
healthy amoun t of humor. 

Accord ing to her web site, 
Olson currently lives in Brook-

"America's on Sale!" 

ATTENTION SHOPPERS!!! 
attention 9 to 5 folk, 
cell-phone masses, 
the "up and coming" classes, 
attention sports-utility, 
plastic-surgery suburbianites, 
viagra-popping, 
gucci-shopping urbanites 
attention george-clooney 
loonies, 
promise-keeper sheep, 
stockbroker sleep-walkers, 
big investment talkers, 
ricki lake watchers, 
attention walmart congrega­
tion, 
shop til you drop generation, 
ATTENTION NATION! 
AMERICA'S ON SALE! 

-poem by Alix Olson 
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Alix Olson performed last Thursday in the Farinon snackbar to a 
packed audience. 

lyn. New York, but grew up in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. She 
frequently tours at colleges, fes­
t iva l s , and c l u b s , a v e r a g i n g 
about 240 shows a year. Olson 
was one of two American poets 
to p e r f o r m at the w o r l d - r e ­
nowned I n t e r n a t i o n a l Poetry 
Festival in Rot terdam, Nether­
lands, and her debut album. Built 
Like That, was released in 2001. 

She expects to release another 

album of spoken word in Febru­
ary 2003. 
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Hany Potter casts a speU on audiences in new fOm 
•THE REEL DEAL: Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets is the new number 
one film at the box office. 

BY JEN GSELL 

There is no question that the Harry 
Potter series by J.K. Rowling has 

sparked a worldwide phenomenon 
everywhere from the United States 
to China, where a phony author has 
been producing false Harry Potter 
sequels. The first film installment of 
the Potter series, Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer's Stone, grossed an astounding 
$90.2 million in its opening weekend 
at the box office last year. 

After reading all four books of 
Rowling's series, I was in agreement 
with the rest of the Harry Potter fans 
when I saw the first film, which mas­
terfully remade the colorful and in­
ventive Sorcerer's Stone onto the big 

screen. While Rowling's next book 
installment has been eagerly antici­
pated, so has the second Harry Pot­
ter film. The Chamber of Secrets, which 
earned an equally impressive esti­
mated S87.7 million in its 
first three days in theaters 
this past weekend. 

Director Chris Colum­
bus can be credited with 
creating The Chamber of Se­
crets with as much integrity 
and originality as his first 
Potter film; both movies 
are quite effective in terms 
of recreating the author's 
extremely intricate and detailed text. 

Several new characters are intro­
duced in this film, including a med­
dling house elf named Dobby, who is 
a very life-like computer generation 
and appears exactly as the reader 
imagines him while reading the novel. 
77?̂  Cliarnber of Secrets begins when 
Dobby visits Harry Potter (Daniel 
RadclifFe) in his room at home, and 
warns him that he must not retum to 
Hogwarts Academy for Witches and 
Wizards because he is in great dan­
ger. Harry is virtually imprisoned by 
the family with whom he resides, but 
is eventuallv freed by his faithful 

friend Ron Weasley (Rupert Grint) 
whose family is a respected part of 
the wizard world. Harry does not 
heed the house elf's warnings, and 
he and Ron end up starting off the 
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school year on the wrong foot when 
they are reprimanded for arriving to 
school in a flying car. 

The flying car scene was a fun re­
creation of one ofthe many exciting 
events in the novel, aJl of which are 
transformed from Rowling's pages 
with much care and detail. Each of 
the actors reprise.their roles in this 
second installment, and are as well 
suited for the parts as they were in 
Sorcerer's Stone. In addition, while all 
three characters are described in the 
novel as appearing older and more 
mature in their second year at 
Hogwarts, all three actors actually 

appear a year older as well. 
Harry Potter's skill is tested once 

again in this sequel where he must 
fight the evil Lord Voldemort for a 
second time. J.K. Rowling introduces 

the evil character in an in­
ventive and suprising man­
ner, and Harry Potter is 
forced to prove his bravery 
once again, a task that he 
liandles with the fortitude of 
a grown man, not a 13 year 
old boy. 

The Chamber of Secrets is a 
thoroughly engaging film for 
the duration of the three 

hours, and it is an impressive recre-
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ation ofa favorite novel worldwide. 
If you have not read any of the 

Harry Potter books, it is not neces­
sary to have a previous knowledge 
of the story before watching the 
movie. However, I suggest that you 
at least watch the first film, strictly 
because it will make the second in­
stallment that much more enjoy­
able. And above all, read the Harry 
Potter book series because if you 
believe the misconception that they 
are strictly for children, you are se­
verely mistaken. If you do not read 
the book or see the movie, you will 
miss out on some incredibly engag­
ing stories. 

PERCEPTION IS NOT REALITY 
64.4% ofLafayette students drink alcohol an 

average of once a week or less 

Based on the results ofa spring 2001 survey ofa randomly-chosen, representative 
sample of 1/3 of all students on campus. 
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***ACTNOW Guarantee the 
best spring break prices! South 
Padre, Cancun, Jamaica, 
Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida & 
Manligras. TRAVEL FREE, Reps 
Needed, EARN$$$. Group 
Discounts for 6+. 
i-888-THINK-SUN (l-88a«44-
6578 dept 2626) 
wwH'^ringbreakdiscounts.com 

SPRING BREAK 2003 
WITH STS 

America's # 1 Student Tour Operator 
Sell Trips eam cash Travel Free 

Information/Reservations 
1 -800^8-4849 OTWww.ststravel.com 

#1 Spring Break Vacations 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Baliamas, Mazatlan, Florida, 
SPadre. 110% Best Prices! 
Book Now & get Free Parties & 
Meals! 
Group Discounts, Now Hiring 
Campus Reps! 1-800-234-7007 
endlesssiimertours.com 

USA Spring Break 
Presents Spring Break 2003 
Campus Reps Wanted 
Eam 2 free trips for 15 people 
Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan, 
Jamaica, Acapulco, South Padre 
and Florida 
Philadelphia Based Corporate 
Oflfice 
Call Toll Free 1-877-460-6077 
Ext. 14 Ask for Craig 
www.usaspringbreak.com 

http://OTWww.ststravel.com
http://endlesssiimertours.com
http://www.usaspringbreak.com



